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senior United States Navy admiral warned on February 4 that
A America’s East Coast has been le vulnerable due to the increased
presence of Russian submarines in the Atlantic Ocean.
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At a gathering of the U.S. Naval Institute and the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, Navy Vice Adm. Andrew “Woody” Lewis said, “Our
new reality is that when our sailors toss the lines over and set sail, they can
expect to be operating in a contested space once they leave Norfolk. Our
ships can no longer expect to operate in a safe haven on the East Coast or
merely cross the Atlantic unhindered to operate in another location.”
Admiral Lewis is commander of the Navy’s 2nd Fleet, which resumed
operation in 2018 to handle the threat of Russian submarines in the
Atlantic Ocean.
This threat was highlighted in October 2019 when Russia began its largest
underwater exercises since the Cold War. Ten Russian submarines took
part, of which eight were believed to be nuclear-powered, in a empting to
slip undetected through the gap between Greenland, Iceland and the
United Kingdom. This stealth technology allowing submarines to operate
undetected leaves nations on either side of the Atlantic, including the U.S.’s
East Coast, vulnerable.
“We have seen an ever increasing number of Russian submarines deployed
in the Atlantic, and these submarines are more capable than ever,
deploying for longer periods of time, with more lethal weapons systems,”
Lewis continued. “Our sailors have the mindset that they are no longer
uncontested and to expect to operate alongside our competitors each and
every way.”
The Navy has not reported how many Russian submarines are operating in
the Atlantic, or whether they even know how many are operating there.
The Drive reported that “a large number of Navy submarines, ships and
maritime patrol aircra spent weeks in the fall of 2019” a empting,
unsuccessfully, to locate Russia’s guided missile submarine Severodvinsk
“aer it reportedly deployed into the North Atlantic. The type, which can
carry up to 40 Kalibr missiles, among other weapons, is known for having
an especially low acoustic signature.”
Russia is continuing to develop this kind of game-changing technology. It
is quickly advancing its underwater military powers. These include spy
submarines, greater noise-reduction technology, and the ability to carry
more advanced missile systems, including Poseidon, the nuclear-powered
“doomsday” torpedo.
These capabilities, especially Russia’s ability to operate undetected, leave
the U.S. extremely vulnerable and reveal how weak it is.
Trumpet editor in chief Gerald Flurry’s booklet The Prophesied ‘Prince of
Russia’ warns of Russia’s dangerous rise and America’s even more
dangerous paciﬁsm. Regarding America’s inaction toward Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine in 2014, he wrote:
T

U

U.S.

.I

A
! Where is America providing
any real leadership in the world? All we see is shameful retreat. …
President Putin has military might and the will to use it. America has
the power but lacks the will to use it. That is why we grovel before this
“evil empire”—as President Ronald Reagan once called it. No leader in
Russia has equalled Putin’s diabolical evil since Joseph Stalin.
America might have the greatest military in the world, but its will to use it
has been broken (Leviticus 26:19). This withdrawal inward has only worked
to embolden America’s enemies, leading to situations such as Russia
feeling conﬁdent enough to threaten America’s East Coast.
These events portend the end of America’s power, and they also point to
Russia’s rapid rise. Mr. Flurry continued:
Under Putin’s reign, nuclear-armed Russia is also transforming its
military machine into a modern, technologically advanced, 21stcentury force. (America’s military has become dangerously depleted
and much of it is obsolete.)
By all of these heavy-handed tactics, President Putin has not only
brought Russia back into play as a world power, he has also secured his
position at the nation’s helm.
This world has a lot of authoritarian rulers. But Vladimir Putin is one
we need to keep a particularly close eye on. H
,
B
. The time frame of his rule also shows that
nobody else could be fulﬁlling the Ezekiel 38 and 39 prophecy.
Putin’s actions make it clear that we need to closely watch this man. He is
expanding his nation’s power and reach to dangerous levels, and it was
prophesied. As the leader of Russia, Putin is about to lead a massive Asian
military bloc called “the kings of the east” in Revelation 16:12 and
described in Ezekiel 38 and 39.
For more information on Putin’s prophesied role in this end time, read The
Prophesied ‘Prince of Russia.’
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n his book The Europeans, the late Italian author and historian Luigi
I Barzini likened Germany to Proteus, the sea-god of Greek mythology.
Proteus was unpredictable and changeable, like the ocean; he had a
mysterious talent for assuming many forms.
Proteus couldn’t be “pinned down easily” and it was impossible to know
“the shape of things to come.” He “could be a roaring lion, a harmless
sheep, a slippery serpent, a charging bull, or in turn, a rock, a tree, a brook,
a bonﬁre.”
What an apt description of Germany past and present.
Germany today is one of the most peaceful and open-minded nations in the
world. It is outward thinking and globalist, and is at the vanguard of all the
great exertions, like tackling climate change and inequality and making the
world more accepting and inclusive. Germany is tolerant and
multicultural, opening its doors to millions of migrants. It is so paciﬁst
that other nations, like the United States, are trying to compel it to be more
a gressive. It has no great interest in nuclear weapons, and its military is
underfunded and underdeveloped. It has li le interest in engaging in
martial adventures.
Germany’s capital, Berlin, is one of the most diverse and cosmopolitan
cities in Europe. It’s a hub for start-ups and tech companies. Fiy-ﬁve
percent of its population is under the age of 45, many of whom are
university educated and have been raised on a diet of enlightenment and
liberalism.
But all is not as it seems.
There is another Germany. One aspect of this Germany is its long-standing
problem with intense anti-Semitism, which is reviving once again. Some
believe this present bout of Jew hatred is a function of Germany’s large
Muslim population. The facts dispel this belief. Anti-Semitic a acks by
native Germans are rising all across Germany, especially in Berlin. Several
surveys and investigations in the last few years have shown that antiSemitism is ﬁrmly rooted in Germany’s government and many of its
institutions, including its military.
Underneath its well-known globalist multicultural skin, this Germany
holds increasingly extremist ideologies. The Alternative für Deutschland
(AfD) is now its third-largest political party. According to one recent
survey, nearly 50 percent of Germans expect this far-right group to enter
the national government within the next 10 years. Last week’s elections in
Thuringia saw the extremist AfD play a role in forming a state government.
These radical tendencies are not only in those on the far right and far le.
“[A]n undercurrent of right-wing radicalism has always infected German
politics, including the
[Christian Democratic Union],” noted this
Foreign Policy article from today. The
is the mainstream party of
Chancellor Angela Merkel. The article also noted that “a number of longterm sociological investigations have found widespread support for rightwing radicalism within the German populace.”
The article addressed German politics, which are in total shambles right
now. Chancellor Merkel has her hand on the door to leave, and the woman
she prepared to succeed her just resigned, casting the whole government
into chaos. Be sure to read “Germany Sails, Leaderless, Into the Storm” to
see how fearful Germans are about their national leadership right now.
Barzini’s comparison of Germany to Proteus is just as relevant as ever.
Germany can seem as stable as a rock, then abruptly become more like a
trembling volcano. Will it se le down again, or will it erupt? No one seems
to know!
This changeability exists in many ordinary Germans as well. Right now,
many Germans are experiencing a deep, destructive identity crisis. Who
they aspire to be conﬂicts with who they actually are. How they want to
feel about Islam, about the AfD, about the Jews, about the migrants, about
Germany’s traditional culture and heritage, stru gles against how they
actually feel.
The 21st-century German abhors war, defends the environment and
human rights, and values international cooperation and collaboration. He
is enlightened and sophisticated, liberal and democratic, progressive and
open-minded. This is the type of person (and nation) many Germans aspire
to.
But there’s a problem. In addition to the fact that these “enlightened”
ideologies have major ﬂaws, Germans are now facing major challenges in
their national leadership, in the European Union, in trans-Atlantic
relations and in Russian relations. The German, who craves order and
stability more than most, isn’t ge ing it.
Meeting the challenges of reality necessitates compromising the
aspirations of progressive ideals. Being tolerant feels good, until hundreds
of thousands of foreigners enter your nation and you must pay for them.
Being multicultural is wonderful, until Muslims waving Islamic State ﬂags
se le into your village and stalk your wife and daughter. Being anti-war
feels righteous, until the nations around grow feisty and belligerent.
Germany right now is a nation where dreams are dashing against the
shoals of reality. Harsh truths are forcing more and more Germans to
reconsider their postwar values and reconcile them with more basic
human urges. Tolerance is being replaced by prejudice, multiculturalism
by patriotism, community spirit by self-preservation and selfadvancement.
This is why we watch Germany so closely and passionately!
Germany is changing—into something terrifying!
Many biblical passages forecast that modern Assyria (Germany) will rise to
the forefront of European politics and forge itself—at ﬁrst subtly and
cunningly, but then forcefully and violently—into a
! Bible
prophecy shows that Germany is about to lead a U
S
E
(see Isaiah 10; Daniel 2, 7 and 11; Habakkuk 1; Nahum 2; Hosea 8;
Ma hew 24; and Revelation 13 and 17).
Without history and Bible prophecy, it is impossible to know “the shape of
things to come” in Germany. This Proteus-like quality makes the Germans
impossible to predict. But those willing to use the Bible and trust God’s
revelation can pin down the Proteus and know what is ahead. And we
should all thank God for that.
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What Germany Needs Now Is

‘Leadership and Charisma’
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he rise of extremist parties in Germany, coupled with the leadership
T crisis, has brought German politics to repeated standstills. The highly
respected Bundestag president, Wolfgang Schäuble, has blamed the
current crisis on the lack of debates, saying that Germany now needs
“leadership and charisma” (Trumpet translation throughout).
On February 10, Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer announced her resignation
as party chairman of the Christian Democratic Union (
) aer just one
year holding the oﬃce. Kramp-Karrenbauer declared that separating the
party leadership and the chancellery was a fatal mistake. She asked that
the next party leader also be the next chancellor-candidate. She argued
that this decision should be made this summer.
Her announcement has le Germany in unprecedented political turmoil.
Never before has the fate of German politics seemed so uncertain.
Germany’s so-called “people’s parties,” the
and Social Democrats
(
), are experiencing declining popularity throughout the nation. In
their stead, the far-right Alternative für Deutschland and the far-le Die
Linke (Le party) and the Greens are rising. If this trend continues,
German politicians will ﬁnd themselves unable to form a functioning
government without the support of the extremist parties.
Following Kramp-Karrenbauer’s announcement, Schäuble gave a stern
warning to his party: “Our next candidate for chancellor won’t be elected
as chancellor if we continue to carry on like this.”
Since World War ended, the
has produced nearly every German
chancellor. In most other cases, it was the
. Both parties, however, are
now facing a crisis that challenges this precedent to the core.
TheTrumpet.com assistant managing editor Richard Palmer noted:
I don’t think there’s any time in recent history where Germans have
been more worried about their political situation. And at the same
time, I can’t think of any time in recent German history where there
has been a bi ger leadership vacuum.
Germans aren’t used to this kind of instability. Since World War ,
Germany has had nine chancellors. Comparatively, Britain has had 16
prime ministers, and Italy has had over 30.
Schäuble’s warning underlines how serious the current leadership crisis
is. Germany’s mainstream parties are destroying themselves from within,
and the future is most uncertain.
In an interview with Die Zeit, published February 12, Schäuble said: “Our
political system is based on compromises, but also on disputes,
alternatives and decisions. And for this, you also need leadership and
charisma.”
Various German states and the federal government itself have, in recent
years, stru gled to form a functioning government, while at the same time,
ruling out a collation with the AfD and Die Linke. Considering this
stru gle, Schäuble has repeatedly advised the
to form a minority
government—but it has not.
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Regarding the recent political turmoil in the state of Thuringia, Schäuble
noted: “Now we have a situation where the AfD and the Le Party together
have over 50 percent. One shouldn’t just focus on prevention, but also on
enabling a government, if necessary also a minority government.”
Minority governments require “leadership and charisma.” Politicians with
such qualities are extremely rare. Many see a potential interim party
leader, or even chancellor, in Schäuble. But Germany needs to ﬁnd a leader
who can shape the nation for years to come. Considering Schäuble is
already 77 years old, he too would soon need a successor.
The Trumpet has predicted, even before the current political crisis
erupted, that Germany will get a strong charismatic leader. The Bible
prophesies the rise of this man. “And in his estate shall stand up a vile
person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he
shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by ﬂa eries” (Daniel
11:21). A parallel prophecy in Daniel 8:23 notes: “And in the la er time of
their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of ﬁerce
countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.”
These prophecies are “talking about the coming leader of Germany,”
Trumpet editor in chief Gerald Flurry explained in “Is KT zu Gu enberg
About to Come to Power?” “We can know this by pu ing this together with
other prophecies. For example, the prophecy in Daniel 11:40-45 says ‘the
king of the north’ shall rise ‘at the time of the end.’ This is talking about a
German-led European superpower. Isaiah 10:5-19 give a similar prophecy,
adding that this leader shall be ‘the king of Assyria.’ The modern Germans
are the descendants of ancient Assyria. (For proof, read ‘The Remarkable
Identity of the German People.’)”
As Mr. Flurry explains in Daniel Unlocks Revelation, we are living in the last
days. God has revealed various prophecies “to make thee understand what
shall befall thy people in the la er days: for yet the vision is for many days”
(Daniel 10:14).
God has revealed speciﬁc characteristics about the man who will rule
Germany up to Jesus Christ’s return. In the January 2020 Trumpet, Mr.
Flurry drew speciﬁc a ention to these qualities. “This strongman will
come to power, likely not by votes from the people, but ‘by ﬂa eries,’” he
noted. “He will somehow manipulate the political system to eﬀectively
hĳack Germany and, by extension, Europe.” Taking control of Germany’s
current political system would indeed require unusual charisma and
leadership. Mr. Flurry then asked: “Do we see a German leader who comes
even close to having such power over people?”

Who is Karl-Theodor zu Guttenberg? | In 90 Seconds

Despite Germany’s current lack of such politicians, Mr. Flurry proved in
his article that there is a man who matches these prophecies to a tee:
former Defense Minister Karl-Theodor zu Gu enberg. Mr. Flurry
explained:
Here are some statements from German news media describing
Gu enberg. In 2011, Tagesspiegel referred to him as a “
” and a “
.” Even aer Gu enberg’s
plagiarism scandal, Chancellor Merkel referred to him as “
.” In 2016, Die Welt called him a
“talented orator who can
.” Such charisma
is rare, even among politicians, and it is one of KT zu Gu enberg’s
deﬁning traits!
Such charismatic leadership is rare in Germany, as even Wolfgang
Schäuble noted. But Germany’s current political crisis requires it more
than ever, and the Bible reveals that a leader with these qualities will soon
come to power. I encourage you to study these prophecies along with Mr.
Flurry’s article “Is KT zu Gu enberg About to Come to Power?” and watch
the Trumpet’s forecast come true.

TRENDS

A strongman of Germany to lead Europe
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Are We Truly Not Alone?
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s are real! A spokesman for the United States Navy conﬁrmed so in
U September 2019. In part, this was done to quell the controversy
begun in December 2017 when the New York Times and To the Stars
Academy of Arts and Sciences (a
research organization) released two
of three Navy F-18 gun-camera videos for public viewing. The videos show
Navy pilots encountering strange globular objects that moved through the
air in ways that mystify experts. When looking at the videos nearly
everyone exclaims: “What are those things?”
Flight engineers easily recognize that these “things” defy the known laws
of physics. “What was strange, the pilots said, was that the video showed
objects accelerating to hypersonic speed, making sudden stops and
instantaneous turns—something beyond the physical limits of a human
crew,” the New York Times reported on May 26, 2019.

Go Fast: Ofﬁcial USG Footage of UAP for Public Release

While this is a signiﬁcant admission on the part of a U.S. government
agency, recognize: The U.S. Navy is not making any deﬁnitive statements
about extraterrestrial life. Nor is it stating that li le green men, or other
weird-looking alien beings, have recently visited planet Earth. Hence, a
name change.

Call Them UAPs

The Navy doesn’t want to call “these things”
s anymore. According to
Navy oﬃcials, these diﬃcult-to-explain ﬂying objects’ new moniker should
be “Unidentiﬁed Aerial Phenomena (
),” explained Kayla Epstein,
writing for the Washington Post on Sept. 18, 2019.
“The ‘Unidentiﬁed Aerial Phenomena’ terminology is used because it
provides the basic descriptor for the sightings/observation of
unauthorized/unidentiﬁed aircra/objects that have been observed
entering/operating in the airspace of various military controlled training
ranges,” Epstein wrote, quoting Joseph Gradisher, spokesman for the
deputy chief of naval operations for information warfare.
In other words, the U.S. Department of the Navy is concerned enough
about what it has observed—and can’t explain. It would have rather have
kept it a secret. To the Navy, it’s a ma er of defending Americans from a
potentially more powerful enemy.

Public Concern—Government Cover-up!

On January 13, Christopher Carbone of Fox News reported that the Navy
had refused to release additional information on “a 2004 incident between
the
Nimitz and strange unknown aerial objects in response to a public
records request” from
Media. Why? Because “release of these
materials would cause exceptionally grave damage to the National Security
of the United States,” stated Carbone.
Aer the leak and growing controversy over the Navy tapes,
enthusiasts started an Internet campaign in June 2019 called “Storm Area
51” with nearly 2 million people pledging to break into Area 51, part of an
Air Force base in southern Nevada where supposedly the government is
warehousing crashed
s and possibly aliens. The event, also called
“Raid Area 51,” was scheduled to take place on Sept. 20, 2019. On the day of
the event, only about 150 people appeared at the gate, but no one stormed
the gate.
The event founders and many who signed up for the “raid” said it was only
a joke. However, not everyone showing up at the gate saw it that way.
According to Fox News, one of the gate visitors said, “I’ve always looked to
the skies, but I kept it to myself because you didn’t talk about those things
and now everyone is talking about things because it is easier to come out in
the open with being a believer.” It will be interesting to observe if a serious
uptick in “alien activism” heats up.

Many Believe Aliens Exist

Belief in
s, extraterrestrials and the U.S. government cover-up is not a
joke for many Americans. A recent Gallup poll reveals that not all of the
and alien-life enthusiasts are eccentrics hanging out on the fringe of
society. While the majority of Americans are skeptical about
s and
aliens visiting Earth, a surprising number are not. On Sept. 6, 2019, Gallup
published ﬁndings that show 33 percent of U.S. adults believe that some
sightings over the years have been alien spacecra visiting Earth from
other planets or galaxies.
In addition, 49 percent of Americans think that people like ourselves exist
elsewhere in the universe. Even more Americans, 75 percent to be exact,
believe that some form of life exists on other planets. So “Storm Area 51”
was not really a joke. A large number of highly intelligent scientists believe
there is a real possibility that there are advanced civilizations “out there,”
meaning somewhere in the vast unexplored universe.
Multiple millions of dollars, man-hours and time has been invested in
ﬁnding extraterrestrials. National Geographic’s March 2019 issue featured
a 32-page spread titled “Who’s Out There?” On the cover is a beautiful
picture of our Milky Way Galaxy and one of the 64 antennas of MeerKat, a
supersensitive telescope that scans the sky for radio signals. Just above the
telescope are the words printed on the cover in capital le ers: “WE ARE
NOT ALONE.” This deﬁnitive statement reﬂects not only the belief of a
well-respected magazine but thousands of scientists around the world who
are diligently searching for extraterrestrials. “New discoveries reveal it’s
almost certain we’re not alone in the universe,” stated the article’s quip.

Looking for Earth-Like Planets

The article is worth reading because it gives us a look at the recent history
of the magniﬁcent technology invented to help us see further into the
universe.
Of course, the goal—and hope—of all this technological development is to
contact other beings like ourselves or any other benevolent, advanced
alien civilization. The new game plan, in addition to listening to radio
signals to make contact “out there,” is a driving urgency to ﬁnd
“exoplanets,” which are basically “all the planets in the universe except the
ones you already know about revolving around our sun,” wrote author
Jamie Shreeve.
To help scientists locate Earth-size planets that are circling a star’s
habitable zone, the Keppler space telescope was launched in March 2009
(later decommissioned on Nov. 15, 2018). “Keppler’s mission was to see how
many planets it could ﬁnd orbiting some 150,000 stars in one tiny patch of
sky—about as much as you can cover with your hand with your arm
outstretched,” wrote Shreeve. Four thousand exoplanets have been
conﬁrmed. “But its ultimate purpose was to resolve a much more freighted
question: Are places where life might evolve common in the universe or
vanishingly rare, leaving us eﬀectively without hope of ever knowing
whether another living world exists?” he continued (emphasis added).
What Keppler helped reveal is amazing.
“Kepler’s answer was unequivocal. There are more planets than there are
stars, and at least a quarter are Earth-size planets in the star’s so-called
habitable zone, where conditions are neither too hot or too cold for life,”
Shreeve wrote. His conclusion concerning Kepler’s impact on our
understanding of our galaxy is something we need to think about deeply.
“With a minimum of 100 billion stars in the Milky Way, that means there
are at least 25 billion places where life could conceivably take hold in our
galaxy alone—and our galaxy is one among trillions,” he stated. Think
about this fact. This means that there is an awful lot of potentially livable
real estate “out there.”
“It’s changed the way we approach one of the great mysteries of existence.
The question is no longer is there life beyond Earth? It’s a pre y sure bet
there is. The question now is, how do we ﬁnd it,” University of California–
Berkley astrophysicist Andrew Siemion told Shreeve.
There is another question we should ask: Is it possible the inhabitants of
Earth are the unique and only species in the vast universe? There is an
answer, but it can’t be found through the use of a highly sophisticated
telescope.

‘The Silence Is Maddening’

Mankind’s desperation to ﬁnd others in the universe is leading to the
creation of newer and more powerful telescopes, which will far exceed the
power of Hubble Space Telescope or Keppler. The Transiting Exoplanet
Survey Satellite (
) was launched in 2018. “
is scanning the entire
sky with the goal of ﬁnding 50 exoplanets with rocky surfaces like Earth’s
that could be investigated by even more powerful telescopes coming on
line,” continued Shreeve.
hopes to launch the James Webb Space
Telescope in 2021, the ﬁrst of a new series of extremely powerful
telescopes. However, what is the likelihood we’ll make contact?

The Hubble Space Telescope

(Credit: NASA)

“As the romance of manned space exploration has waned, the drive today is
to ﬁnd our living, thinking counterparts in the universe. For all the
excitement, however, the search betrays a profound melancholy—a lonely
species in a merciless universe awaits an answering voice amid u er
silence. The silence is maddening,” wrote Charles Krauthammer for the
Washington Post (Dec. 29, 2011). It has been eight years since this essay was
published—still no answer.
“As we inevitably ﬁnd more and more exoplanets where intelligent life can
exist, why have we found no evidence—no signals, no radio waves—that
intelligent life does exist?” he continued. Krauthammer, who died in 2018,
had a brilliant mind and was not afraid to voice the diﬃcult questions. He
saw clearly the great mystery science is trying to unlock. And there is no
doubt he was puzzled as to why brilliant men have not been able to ﬁnd the
key to open the secret.
Here’s a point we need to consider. There is one thing that human beings
have had diﬃculty accepting since the creation of Adam and Eve. We are
limited in what we can discover and know about ourselves: why we exist,
the purpose of human life, and even, why the vast universe. Consider also
the physical limitations of human life. Our amazing technology only allows
us to see so far into boundless space. At present—pu ing the hopes of sciﬁ aside—we don’t have the spacecra to travel to the outer reaches of the
universe in order to do our own inspection. We may need to accept that no
ma er how advanced our technology becomes, it is still unlikely to give us
the knowledge we so greatly desire. However, there is a source that can. It
is the Holy Bible!

Universe Mysteries Revealed

To many men of science, who trust implicitly in the theory of evolution as
the truth of origins, that statement is laughable. Unfortunately, the
majority of the great minds of science have been buﬀaloed by the
unprovable theory of evolution. There exists an all-powerful Creator God
who created all things! Because of intellectual vanity, many of the brightest
men of science have closed their eyes and minds to the only source that has
the true answers to the great mysteries of the universe in which human
beings are destined to play a major role. The Bible even explains the origin
of
s–
s. There is no need for high-dollar, space-polluting
telescopes!
“In this Book of all books, God reveals Himself as Creator of all, not merely
the Earth and man, but the entire limitless universe,” wrote Herbert W.
Armstrong, undeniably the most important theologian of the 20th century,
in his book The Incredible Human Potential. “The Maker of mankind is also
the Creator of all. On a clear, cloudless night one may behold the starstudded sky. Is it possible there is an unrealized connection between the
galaxies with their mighty suns, their planets—and man?” he asked. Mr.
Armstrong devotes the ﬁrst seven chapters of this book to explain why the
vast universe has billions of unﬁnished, decaying planets and why Earth is
the sole planet in the universe with life. It is thrilling knowledge. And it is
directly related to the gospel (good news) message Jesus Christ brought to
Earth.
Explaining Christ’s true gospel message, Mr. Armstrong stated, “It is
concerned with God’s tremendous, overwhelming, overall purpose as
Creator of the entire universe. It’s concerned with the entire vast universe,
ﬁlled with uncountable galaxies, nebulae, suns, stars, planets, and with
God’s purpose for them.” He assured us that man’s incredible human
potential is directly tied to the universe and the Creator’s overall purpose
for it. God has revealed this purpose in His Word for all those willing to
open their minds to receive it.

“In this Book of all books, God reveals
Himself as Creator of all, not merely
the Earth and man, but the entire
limitless universe.”

— HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

Credit: NASA

“Science generally rejects
as a basic source of knowledge.
Although astronomers for hundreds of years have been curious about the
stars in the sky, many devoting their lifetimes to study through constantly
improved telescopes, they knew nothing about the purpose—0r whether
there is a purpose,” Mr. Armstrong continued.
“But does human life or some other form—either much superior to man,
or much inferior exist on Mars or any other planet? Science does not have
these answers. … The pictures [from the Viking 1, July 20, 1976, Mars
landing] showed clearly to us precisely what is revealed in the Word of God
—Romans 8:19-23; Revised Standard Version. All is waste, deterioration, a
condition of decay. There appeared no evidence of any sign of life of any
sort, or conditions that could sustain life,” he wrote. Study these verses
using the Revised Standard Version. Mr. Armstrong explained the deep
meaning of these scriptures in this eye-opening, mind-blowing book. You
may have this book, at no cost or obligation, upon request.
“All indications are that only our planet Earth is a life-supporting planet.
Others appear to be like our moon—dead, decayed, wasted and empty. Our
Earth is part of the solar system which is part of a single galaxy called the
Milky Way. There are many other galaxies on beyond ours. They extend
into space distances so vast the human mind cannot conceive of them in
terms of miles, meters or any measure of distance except light-years,” Mr.
Armstrong wrote. But it will not remain this way. God created mankind to
be born into His Family and ﬁnish the creation of the universe and rule it
as God’s obedient sons and daughters.

Satan: God’s and Man’s Adversary

“What could have caused this ‘bondage to decay?’” Mr. Armstrong asked.
His answer is astounding and a key to understanding what is behind the
–
sightings. Do you realize that human beings were not the ﬁrst
inhabitants of Earth? “We shall see that angels inhabited the Earth prior to
the creation of man. Angels, who were perfect from the creation until
iniquity or lawlessness was found in them, caused the whole surface of the
Earth to turn into a state of decay, confusion and emptiness, as we shall
see,” he stated. He explained that it is likely the entire universe was
subjected to the same decay at the time that the rebellion of the angels
destroyed the surface of the Earth (study Genesis 1:2). Lucifer, now Satan
the devil, led one third of the angels, who were assigned to help him ﬁnish
the creation of the Earth, into rebellion against God and His government
(Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:12-19; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). They a empted to
seize God’s throne over the universe and replace Him as ruler. We could
speculate that the Earth may have seemed too small for them. Mr.
Armstrong explained this prehistory in great detail. You need to read and
study The Incredible Human Potential.
“It is a mystery to almost everybody, but the Bible reveals a very real but
invisible world—another dimension, as some choose to call it—existing
along with our own, absolutely indiscernible to our ﬁve senses. It is the
spirit world,” Mr. Armstrong explained in Mystery of the Ages. So in this
sense we are not alone in the universe. One third of these angelic beings—
Satan’s cohorts now known as demons—are man’s adversaries. Aer
Satan’s recent a empt to take the throne from God a second time, they are
no longer permi ed to go out into the universe. They were cast down to
this Earth (Revelation 12:7-9). The remaining faithful angels are now
working to help God’s people a ain salvation (Hebrews 1:14).

“The Bible reveals a very real but
invisible world … existing along with
our own, absolutely indiscernible to
our ﬁve senses. It is the spirit world.”

— HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

Satan is very active today. “It is extremely urgent that we understand
Satan. The book of Ezekiel exposes him in an exceptional way,” writes
Trumpet editor in chief Gerald Flurry in Ezekiel: The End-Time Prophet.
“Lucifer was one of only three archangels mentioned in the Bible. He was
one of the highest-ranking angels God created, if not the highest. His
prestigious position was that of a covering cherub, and he directly served
at God’s throne. Aer God set him on the throne of this Earth, he rebelled.
Today, he still retains a lot of that power as the evil god of this world (2
Corinthians 4:4). How does he operate? … As you examine the Scriptures,
you will see that he follows a pa ern of deception. The only diﬀerence is,
he is much more wrathful today than ever before (Revelation 12:12).”

Amazing Spiritual Vehicles

So what do the fallen angels have to do with
s–
s? Ezekiel 1 not only
introduces the great God to us, it reveals that Ezekiel was given a vision of
an amazing spiritual vehicle. At the time Ezekiel saw this vision, righteous
angels (speciﬁcally cherubs) were operating an amazing aircra to
transport God to visit Ezekiel at the river Chebar. Read Ezekiel 1:4-28.
“Ezekiel saw this great, luminous vehicle with wings and revolving wheels
moving at lightning speed. It never had to turn; it would move instantly in
any direction. Men had never seen anything like this—it looked like
torches or lightning darting around. This was quite a vehicle—so awesome
Ezekiel had trouble even explaining it. Has anyone else ever had such a
vision?” writes Mr. Flurry (ibid). Isn’t that description somewhat similar to
what the U.S. Navy pilots witnessed. The “things” they saw looked like
vehicles that can do amazing things beyond our known laws of physics.
The Navy pilots obviously were not given a vision from God. But Satan and
his demons have the means to show oﬀ amazing vehicles they may have
access to. This could have been what they saw. Of course, their reason for
doing so would be to deceive mankind about the plan of God for the
universe. Surely Satan would like man to believe there are extraterrestrials
out there, if for no other reason than to blind mankind to God’s purpose for
man and the universe. Yet the Bible, speciﬁcally Romans 8:19-23, show that
the entire universe is in decay. There is no extraterrestrial civilization out
there.

We live in terrifying times. Satan and
his demons are pushing madmen to
ignite the destruction of all humanity.
It is time we wake up and turn back to a
ﬁrm belief in a great Creator God.

Even Charles Krauthammer postulated that many people want to search
for aliens in the hope they can save us from blowing ourselves oﬀ the
planet. “So why the silence?” he asked. “Carl Sagan (among others) thought
the answer is to be found tragically, in the ﬁnal variable: The high
probability that advanced civilizations destroy themselves. In other words,
this silent universe is conveying not a ﬂa ering lesson about our
uniqueness but a tragic story about our destiny” (Things That Ma er). We
live in terrifying times. Satan and his demons are pushing madmen to
ignite the destruction of all humanity. It is time we wake up and turn back
to a ﬁrm belief in a great Creator God. There are no extraterrestrials “out
there” to come and save us from genocide. There is good news! Man’s
civilization will not have a Carl Sagan end.
That is what the Second Coming of Jesus Christ is all about. He is planning
to return (from outer space) and save humanity from the nuclear war that
is sure to come. Study Ma hew 24:21-22. As King of the Earth, Jesus Christ
will establish a new civilization, known in the Bible as the wonderful
World Tomorrow, and build a new human society of peace, safety and
abundance for all mankind (Hebrews 2:5-10). The great Creator God has
great plans for you, me and all mankind. That future will be far more
exciting than seeing a
–
streak across the sky.
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Thanks to President Trump,

Europe Is Arming Again
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President Trump has led Europe to rethink its military.
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nited States President Donald Trump has asked Europe repeatedly to
U contribute more to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. And
although some in Europe refer to the alliance as “brain dead,” the
respective member states have increased their military spending.
Aer years of military cuts, the U.S. has drastically increased its military
spending under the Trump administration. Likewise, China has increased
its spending as it aims to meet the U.S. level. Considering America’s and
China’s massive military expenditures, it would be easy to overlook
Europe’s growing military power. But doing so would be a fatal mistake.
Global military spending as a whole is increasing, but as Britain has just
le the European Union and antagonism within Europe toward the U.S.
increases, one should keep a close eye on Europe, speciﬁcally Germany.
“Europe is again spending more on its own defense,” Germany’s Die Welt
noted, referencing the database of the International Institute for Strategic
Studies. Europe’s military spending may have “only increased 4 percent,
from $278 billion to $289 billion,” but “[i]t can be observed that aer a long
decline under Barack Obama until 2014, European spending rose every
year in the Trump era.”
President Trump is not the only one who has urged Europe to increase its
military spending. French President Emmanuel Macron has as well, but
for diﬀerent reasons.
In November 2018, Macron called for a “true European army” to protect
Europe “with respect to China, Russia and even the United States of
America.” In an interview with the Economist, he said, the U.S. “is turning
its back on us. What we are currently experiencing is the brain death of
.”
As Trumpet editor in chief Gerald Flurry has pointed out, Macron’s
demands are oen so much in Germany’s interests that he appears more
and more “as a sort of puppet to Germany!”
This is a dangerous trend. While the U.S. and Britain are leaving the
European continent to itself, France is increasingly inviting Germany to
take on more responsibility.
Consider Macron’s February 7 speech on France’s defense and deterrence
strategy. He demanded that Europe strive for strategic autonomy in order
to obtain more freedom of action. And he invited Germany to take on
greater responsibility on the Continent. Germany’s Süddeutsche Zeitung
wrote:
The president of France addressed the European partners—but aer
Brexit, this meant, above all, Germany. In Berlin, people always react
annoyed to Trump’s warnings to increase defense spending, but there
should be food for thought when the same call is heard from Paris.
Indeed, it is imperative that Europe, as Macron demands, deﬁne its
“vital interests.” It would be foolish if the German answer to Macron’s
wake-up call was shortened to the question of whether Bundeswehr
jets could eventually carry French atomic bombs. If Macron oﬀers to
involve the nuclear armed forces, there is a political signal: France is
ready to use all its resources to make Europe a serious security actor.
Macron knows that France cannot do this alone. But he represents
France’s leadership claim in Europe.
The United States should carefully watch these developments. Although
compared to Russia, China and Iran, Germany still appears to be the U.S.’s
ally, this alliance will prove most deceitful and dangerous.
A U.S. study found that only 13 percent of Germans have a positive view of
President Trump. He ﬁnds greater approval in Russia and France (20
percent), Britain (32 percent), Poland (51 percent) and Israel (71 percent).
In a survey by the Pew Research Center and the Körber Foundation, 75
percent of Americans see their country’s relationship with Germany as
good or very good. In stark contrast, only 34 percent of Germans share the
same opinion. Sixty-four percent of Germans said relations are bad or very
bad—an opinion that only 17 percent of Americans hold.
More and more Germans are growing hostile toward the U.S. Most
Americans have not noticed this trend and continue to view Germany as a
partner—but they are forge ing that it was Germany that started Word
Wars and .
In addition to understanding history, people today would do well to
understand Bible prophecy. The Bible repeatedly warns that our nations
are provoking God to send great punishment. God reveals that He will use
Assyria, modern-day Germany, to execute that punishment (Isaiah 10:5).

Germany's Biblical Identity | In 90 Seconds

Ezekiel 23 speciﬁcally prophesies that Germany will betray the U.S.
“Wherefore I have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand
of the Assyrians, upon whom she doted” (verse 9). As punishment for its
sins, God will deliver America into the hands of its enemy, which it trusted
as an ally. “Ezekiel 23 explains this heinous double cross,” Trumpet editor
in chief Gerald Flurry writes in Ezekiel: The End-Time Prophet (free upon
request).
Before a double cross can unfold, Germany and America must be allies,
which they became following World War . Now, we are seeing a stark
mood change in Germany that is a prelude to the coming betrayal.
Many people reject God’s warning message, believing that Germany would
never start another war. This delusion works toward Germany’s advantage.
The U.S. relies on its great military, but a surprise a ack by one of its allies
would be devastating.
To fully understand the Bible’s warning about this coming double cross,
how it will happen, and the wonderful news will follow, request a free copy
of Ezekiel: The End-Time Prophet, by Gerald Flurry.
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t’s hard to believe we are only seven weeks into this calendar year. The
I list of major events—major events related to Bible prophecy—that have
occurred since January 1 is astonishing: United States embassy a acks,
Qassem Suleimani strike, Australian bushﬁres, British royal family crisis,
Russian constitutional changes, coronavirus, the impeachment trial of the
American president, a new Middle East peace plan, and more.
We started the year with Iran-controlled Iraqi militias in the middle of an
assault on the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. These militias had just conducted
a rocket a ack on an Iraqi airbase that killed an American. The U.S.
responded with air strikes on the responsible group, Kata’ib Hezbollah,
killing 25, and stating that the strikes were a message to “the Iranian
regime.” Hundreds of militia members and their supporters responded by
breaking into the outer area of the Embassy compound, spraying graﬃti,
se ing ﬁres and chanting, “Death to America.” This was the biblically
prophesied king of the south, radical Islam, led by Iran, ge ing extremely
bold.
So bold, in fact, that Iran’s second-most powerful man and the commander
of its terrorism operations, among other things, arrived in Iraq on January
3 to personally conduct Iran’s response to the U.S. reinforcing its embassy.
Then the situation suddenly became even more dramatic when the U.S.
unexpectedly killed him in a drone strike at the Baghdad airport. The Iraqi
leader of the Popular Mobilization Forces militias, Abu Mahdi alMuhandis, was with Suleimani and was also killed. This decisive move was
ordered by U.S. President Donald Trump and is part of the resurgence he is
leading (2 Kings 14:27).
At the same time, President Trump had been impeached by the House of
Representatives. His trial in the Senate began January 16, a prophetically
signiﬁcant date, and ended February 5, when he was acqui ed. Like the
Mueller investigation, the impeachment exposed the power and
willingness of Democrats to try to overturn the results of the last
presidential election—and the next one. Leaks were planted the day before
the Senate vote on whether to have more witnesses, then again the day
before they voted to acquit. There are a lot of evil people colluding to bring
down the presidency and to bring down the constitutional government of
the country as a whole. Yet this president just keeps going forward. This
impeachment has highlighted the fulﬁllment of Bible prophecy.
As all this was going on, President Trump announced the political element
of his new peace plan between Israelis and Palestinians on January 28, the
Middle East “deal of the century,” as he called it. It amounts to an
ultimatum for the Palestinians. The ﬂashpoint of all end-time prophecy is
Jerusalem, so this eﬀort will inevitably lead to some major events in the
Middle East and beyond, and those events will not be peaceful. But for
now, the resurgence continues.
Last week, President Trump gave his State of the Union speech, was
acqui ed in his impeachment trial, and took a victory lap of sorts, sharply
criticizing former President Barack Obama’s “deep state.” One talk radio
commentator noted how close America had come to becoming a police
state, saying, “We would have never had a free and fair election ever again.”
But God intervened to
America—temporarily.
Meanwhile, another world leader became even more powerful in January
as Russian President Vladimir Putin announced his sweeping changes to
Russia’s Constitution. The changes are obviously intended to enable him to
retain power over Russia for the rest of his life. In “Putin the Czar Is More
Dangerous Than Ever to the U.S.,” Bloomberg wrote, “Vladimir Putin will
be the czar of all the Russians for another decade and more. Only health
appears likely to change the course upon which he now sails …. Much like
President Xi Jinping in China, Putin will now be able to shape events and
planning indeﬁnitely.” This piece draws parallels between the two powers
of Asia and their two powerful leaders. Authoritarians in Russia and China
are now in power for life, enabling them to fulﬁll their destructive
prophetic roles as “the kings of the east” (see Ezekiel 38).
Germany has had the opposite problem. Chancellor Angela Merkel, who
ﬁrst took oﬃce almost 15 years ago, has announced that she will not seek
reelection in 2021. She had been grooming a successor, Annegret KrampKarenbauer, but then another political earthquake struck German politics
last week. During state elections in Thuringia, Merkel’s Christian
Democratic Union crossed a line and negotiated with the far-right
Alternative für Deutschland to get a candidate elected from a third,
moderately right-wing party. It was the ﬁrst time in a lifetime that the far
right has played a role in government. Thuringia is also where the Nazis
ﬁrst came to power in 1930, and now a far-right party played a role in
forming the government in the exact same place! The backlash included
criticism by Chancellor Merkel herself, Kramp-Karrenbauer suﬀering
major political damage, and the new state premier resigning aer a day in
oﬃce. As we wrote in Monday’s Trumpet Brief, with 2020 already a
tumultuous year, Germans now sail into the storm without a captain.
Meanwhile, we’ve had the ongoing bushﬁres in Australia, which have
burned more than 70,000 square miles and killed 34 people. More than a
billion animals are estimated to have died, with 113 endangered species
being brought closer to extinction. The cost to the Australian economy is
estimated to exceed $3 billion. Smoke from the ﬁres reached New Zealand
and, eventually, South America, almost 7,000 miles away.
We also had something much deadlier spreading internationally:
coronavirus. A new strain of coronavirus that originated in China has
infected more than 45,000 people, killing more than 1,100. The Chinese
government quarantined tens of millions of people, but the deadly disease
spread to other countries. This is an end-time disease pandemic,
prophesied in your Bible. Ezekiel 38:22 states, “And I will plead against him
with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his
bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overﬂowing rain,
and great hailstones, ﬁre, and brimstone.” You can read more about this
prophecy in The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse booklet.
At the same time, the emba led British royal family hit a major crisis when
a conﬂict between Prince Harry and his wife and the rest of the family
broke out into the open. Prince Harry and Meghan Markle abruptly
announced on Instagram that they “intend to step back as ‘senior’
members of the royal family” and would move to North America for part of
the year. You can learn about the prophetic signiﬁcance of this in my
father’s September 2017 Philadelphia Trumpet article “The Fall of the
British Royal Family” and in his newest book, The New Throne of David.
All of this is besides perhaps the most signiﬁcant prophesied event in
decades!
On January 31, Britain le the European Union. Herbert W. Armstrong
prophesied consistently for decades and decades that Europe would
become the mortal enemy of Britain, as well as of the United States and
Israel. In 1956 he wrote, “Germany is the economic and military heart of
Europe. Probably Germany will lead and dominate the coming United
States of Europe. But Britain will be no part of it!” But in 1973, Britain
joined the European Economic Community. People thought he got it all
wrong, that Britain and Europe were doing just the opposite of what he had
said. Mr. Armstrong wrote that year, “Britain is going to look back on
Monday, Jan. 1, 1973, in all probability, as a most tragically historic date—a
date fraught with ominous potentialities!” He maintained his forecast,
based on numerous Bible prophecies. Now that prophetic forecast has
proved true in a dramatic way.
This has been a year of Bible prophecy! Have you been watching?
God warns us, “Knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is
far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast oﬀ the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armour of light” (Romans 13:11-12).
Now it is HIGH TIME! It is not possible to take these warnings too
earnestly! You must keep abreast of current world events. Prophecy is
rapidly being fulﬁlled throughout the world! As Jesus Christ commanded,
watch, lest you be suddenly ensnared in the evil day.
“And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged
[means to be weighed down or oppressed] with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you
unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of
the whole earth” (Luke 21:34-35).
Jesus Christ’s coming will be sudden and unexpected to those in this world
and those who are not watching and praying. That is why Christ gave this
warning to His disciples. Those who believe Him and obey Him will not be
caught oﬀ guard if they watch and pray.
If you are a true follower of Christ, you will unburden yourself from the
cares and sins of this world. You will be spiritually sober. With God’s help,
you will purge sins from your life like materialism, worldliness and carnal
pursuits like wrong entertainment. You will simplify your life and reorient
it to revolve completely around God and His way of life!
“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to
before the
Son of man [at His coming]” (verse 36).
Jesus Christ warns you that unless you are zealously watching—and
praying—you will not be ready for His return! “Watch” means to monitor
world events and to connect them to Bible prophecy. That means you have
to study your Bible closely and the revelation God has given on who those
prophecies are about and what those prophecies mean. “Pray” means to
constantly, fervently ask God to open your eyes to understand the spiritual
truth revealed in your Bible.
“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto
prayer” (1 Peter 4:7).
“The fact that Christ’s return is so near should change our behavior,” my
father writes in The Epistles of Peter—A Living Hope. “T
C
’
URGENT
SPIRITUALLY.
In early 2020, more than ever, we are facing terrifying times immediately
ahead of us. Open your eyes. See the coming world catastrophe prophesied
by God in your Bible. And let that reality motivate you to change your life,
to overcome your sins, to focus on God, to commit to His work, to give His
message to the world. It is a message of the gravest warning, but it is also a
message of the greatest hope: the desperately needed return of Jesus
Christ!
Watch. And pray.
E-mail your thoughts about the pace of prophetic events to
sﬂurry@pcog.org. Thank you for your support!
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