WHAT IS OUR RELATIONSHIP TO
THE FEASTS OF YAHWEH?
It is essential that one have a basic understanding of the ceremonial calendar
associated with the Hebrew Sanctuary. God intended the Sanctuary and it's
services as an instructional tool to teach all people His plan of salvation, and I
believe every Christian can benefit greatly from studying it. It has particular
relevance near the end of time, because it lays out in detail the sequential
process of events that God is using and will follow in the very near future.
In brief, these were the yearly ceremonial days observed and associated
sabbaths.
Spring Calendar:
• Passover, The crucifixion, Jesus is God's Passover Lamb. (14
Nisan, not a Sabbath)
• Feast of Unleavened Bread (Pilgrimage to Jerusalem required
for all men.) Putting away sin from one's life.
• Sabbath of 15 Nisan, 1st day of the feast.
• The Omer, first fruits of the barley harvest, 16 Nisan.
Resurrection.
• Sabbath of 21 Nisan, 7th and last day of the feast.
• Feast of Weeks - Pentecost, a sabbath day 50 days after the
Omer (Pilgrimage to Jerusalem required for all men.) Firstfruits
of the wheat harvest. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Fall Calendar:
• Trumpets, Sabbath of 1 Tishri, Announcement of impending
judgment.
• Day of Atonement, Sabbath of 10 Tishri, The pre-Advent
Judgment.
• Feast of Tabernacles (Pilgrimage to Jerusalem required for all
men.) The ingathering of God's people - the second coming.
• Sabbath of 15 Tishri, 1st day of Tabernacles, freed from
the bondage of sin.
• Sabbath of 22 Tishri, 8th and last day of Tabernacles.
Prior to the incarnation of Jesus and his crucifixion, all the above
festivals awaited their fulfillment. They were what are called "types".
They were symbolic of specific events yet to come. The event that is
foretold is referred to as the "antitype". In the New Testament, the
Greek words corresponding to type and antitype are:
G5179. tupos, too'-pos; from G5180; a die (as struck), i.e. (by impl.) a
stamp or scar; by anal. a shape, i.e. a statue, (fig.) style or
resemblance; spec. a sampler ("type"), i.e. a model (for imitation) or
instance (for warning):--en- (ex-) ample, fashion, figure, form,
manner, pattern, print.
G499. antitupon, an-teet'-oo-pon; neut. of a comp. of G473 and
G5179;
corresponding
["antitype"],
i.e.
a
representative,
counterpart:--(like) figure (whereunto).
The "shadow" or "type" itself had no substance, but rather pointed to a future
event that would have substance, the "antitype". For example, slaying the
Passover lamb is the type, the crucifixion of Jesus is the antitype.
The Memorial Seventh-day Sabbath
This is the distinction between the yearly ceremonial sabbaths and the Seventhday Sabbath: obviously the Seventh-day Sabbath occurs on the last day of
every week, but rather than being prophetic in nature, it is commemorative, a
memorial to creation, established by God himself as scripture clearly tells usExo 20:8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Exo 20:9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
Exo 20:10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God:
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger
that is within thy gates:
Exo 20:11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore
the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.
Because it is only commemorative, and not a shadow of things to come, the
weekly Seventh-day Sabbath is really not part of the discussion in Colossians
2:17. When this is understood, the weekly seventh-day Sabbath is clearly not a
part of the prophetic sequence of events in the plan of salvation that are
portrayed by the yearly ceremonial Sabbaths.
Gal 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
Gal 3:25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a
schoolmaster.
Gal 3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
1 Cor 5:7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new
lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is
sacrificed for us:
1 Cor 5:8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither
with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.
Paul is saying that the believing Christian need not keep the ceremonial laws,
the shadow sabbaths, because they find fulfillment in faith in Jesus Christ, the
true passover lamb. The schoolmaster was the yearly ceremonial sabbaths
associated with the Hebrew Temple, which taught the plan of salvation through
a coming Messiah, the passover lamb of God. Now that salvation through Jesus
of Nazareth is clear to the Gentile church, there is no further need of the
schoolmaster (the earthly Temple, its ceremonies and shadow sabbaths)
because that lesson has been learned by those with faith. However, nowhere
does the Bible indicate that one of the Ten Commandments has been
abrogated, or that the disciples or Jesus abandoned the weekly Seventh-day
Sabbath for Sunday keeping. Indeed the Bible makes clear, that in the future all
believers will keep the true Seventh-day SabbathIsa 66:22 For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will
make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed
and your name remain.
Isa 66:23 And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to
another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to
worship before me, saith the LORD.
God's Sabbath (Saturday) was never rescinded. It is eternal, intended as a
constant reminder that we are created beings, responsible to our creator at the
end of time. The Seventh-day Sabbath will be kept in perpetuity by God's
people because they are obedient and keep the commandments of God.
This is particularly true as we near the end of timeRev 14:12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

